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What is Consecration?
To be consecrated means to be set apart for a holy or transformative purpose.  

In the Sacrament of Baptism we were set apart for God, to be His disciples and witness in 
the world. We were empowered by the Holy Spirit with supernatural gifts for the mission 
of evangelization. Unfortunately, because of so many forces in the world, many of us do 
not always live up to the promises of our Baptismal call and we fail to live in an intimate, 
personal and vibrant relationship with Jesus.

Today, as a diocese, we entrust ourselves to the maternal care of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, who is the Star of the New Evangelization and the Patroness of 
the Americas.  It is a time for us to personally and communally renew our Catholic faith 
and a concrete opportunity for us to respond in a whole-hearted way to the Gospel in 
our present times.  It is a time for us to recommit ourselves to our Baptismal promises to 
grow closer to Jesus, grow in holiness and receive the graces needed to carry on His work 
“lighting a fire in the heart of our world.”

A Call to Missionary Discipleship
Today, we are invited to become missionary disciples. 

The God of power and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin  
and brought you to new life through water and the Holy Spirit.

He now anoints you with the Chrism of salvation, so that, united with his people,  
you may remain for ever a member of Christ who is Priest, Prophet, and King.    ~Rite of Baptism

To be a missionary disciple we must continually deepen our 
relationship with Jesus.  By doing this, we will experience a 
gradual and lifelong process of conversion to Christ. Surely, 
we cannot lead others to encounter Christ if we have not  
personally encountered Him ourselves. How will you  
respond? How can you take one step closer to Christ  
each day? 
The Church provides many ways to experience  
Jesus intimately such as through prayer, the sacraments, 
adoration, Scripture and the works of mercy. Acts of charity 
and justice can also be powerful experiences that lead people 
to intimacy with Christ. We become missionary disciples 
when we take our encounter with Jesus Christ out into the 
world. With the aid of the Holy Spirit, and through the in-
tercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may this Consecration 
serve as an opportunity to foster a sense of personal respon-
sibility for the Church’s mission, forming evangelizers in the 
Diocese of Metuchen that can help transform the world by 
beginning right here in Central New Jersey. 



Prelude
PRELUDE   
  

The Introductory Rites

ENTRANCE PROCESSIONAL  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  

GREETING

WELCOME OF THE ARCHBISHOP

Cantor sings invocation then all respond:

Cantor sings invocation then all respond:

Refrain sung by all:

Response 1

Response 2

My Faith, My Hope, Gwyneth Walker
I am with you Always~Yo Estaré con Ustedes, Jaime Cortez

Rejoice in the Lord Alway, Layton James

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun,  
 with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
      ~ Una gran señal apareció en el cielo: una mujer vestida de sol,  
       con la luna bajo sus pies y una corona de doce estrellas sobre su cabeza.        ~Revelation 12:1                                                                



PENITENTIAL ACT

GLORIA

COLLECT

      Glo   -    ry          to God in the                                            high           -              est
2.   We       praise    you, we                                                  bless                         you,
      we         glo    -    ri  -   fy  you,   we                                    give           you         thanks
4.   Lord,   God                                                                       heav’n  -   ly            King,
      Lord      Je     -     sus   Christ, Only Be  -                           got      -      ten         Son,
6.   you      take        a  -  way the sins                                  of              the         world,
      you       take         a  -  way the sins                                     of               the          world,
8.   you      are          seat  -  ed  at the right hand of the   Fa               -               ther,
      For        you         alone  are  the  Holy  One, you alone     are             the           Lord,
10. With    the          Holy                                                      Spir            -              it,

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

    and    on    earth    peace    to    peo            -                           ple       of        good       will.
2. we    a                         -                                                         dore                             you,
    for                                                                                          your               great       glory.
4. O   God   almight                               -                                y        Fa          -           ther.
    Lord  God,  Lamb  of  God,                                                    Son      of        the         Father,      
6. have                                                                                      mer -   cy        on           us;
    re                                      -                                                    ceive                our          prayer;
8.  have                                                                                     mer -   cy        on           us.
    you   alone   are   the   Most                                                   High    Je    -   sus          Christ,
10. in  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.                                A                  -                 men.

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Choir:
All:

Cantor sings invocation then all respond:

Cantor sings invocation then all respond:

Cantor sings invocation then all respond:



The Liturgy of the Word

FIRST READING  Revelation 11:19a;  12:1-6a,10ab

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Judith 13:18-19 

SECOND READING  Galatians 4:4-7 

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL

GOSPEL  Luke 1:39-47
Following the proclamation of the Gospel, all remain standing

HOMILY  The Most Reverend Christophe Pierre 
   Apostolic Nuncio to the United States

UNIVERSAL PRAYER

Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all the women on earth;
    and blessed be the LORD God, the creator of heaven and earth.

The LORD has glorified your name:  
    Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God.



The Liturgy of the Eucharist
CHORAL ANTHEM  Ave Maria, Franz Biebl

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER ACCLAMATIONS

The Communion Rite



COMMUNION ANTIPHON

COMMUNION PROCESSIONALS

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

CONCLUDING REMARKS  The Most Reverend James Francis Checchio 
   Bishop of Metuchen

The Lord has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.
      ~ El Señor destronó a los potentados y exaltó a los humildes.                                       Luke 1: 52                                                                

All sing together ~ choir sings verses alone

Choir sings alone:    Dixit Maria, Hans Leo Hassler

All sing together:



The Act of Entrustment of the Diocese

HYMN TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

ACT OF CONSECRATION All kneel and recite in unison with Bishop Checchio

Alma Redemptoris Mater, 
  quæ pervia cæli porta manes, et stella maris,  
    succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat populo:  
       tu quæ genuisti, natura mirante,  
       tuum sanctum Genitorem  
       Virgo prius ac posterius,  
       Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud Ave,  
       peccatorum miserere.

Loving mother of the Redeemer,
    gate of heaven, star of the sea,
    assist your people who have fallen  
    yet strive to rise again, to the wonderment   
    of nature you bore your Creator,
    yet remained a virgin after as before,
    you who received Gabriel's joyful greeting,
    have pity on us poor sinners.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of God, and Mother of the Church of Metuchen, 
  you who were chosen by the Father from all eternity, to offer the blessed fruit of your womb,  
  Jesus Christ, as the one pleasing sacrifice back to God; and, whom that same Son, 
  at the moment of his agony gave the Church, you as Mother for ever: 
  listen to the prayers of your children, who cry to you,  
  and intercede for us before your Son in heaven.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, we consecrate ourselves to you,  
  for you do not abandon any person who loves your Son, Jesus, 
  but instead accompany the Christian people in true discipleship.
We pledge ourselves to you, O most beautiful Virgin, and entrust ourselves, and our diocese, 
  to your powerful intercession for you have never forsaken the prayer of faith,  
  but constantly show to your Son the sorrows of your heart,  
  that He may have favor towards all who turn to you.
Help us, Joyful Mother, through your example of living the Gospel,  
  to faithfully proclaim Jesus Christ to be Savior of our hearts; and lead us,  
  by your overflowing grace, to return, with you, to the throne of your Son; where, 
  with you as our Queen and Mother, we shall for ever enjoy fellowship with Him   
  and all the saints. 
Therefore, assist us in our prayer to the Father, that we, as the Church of Metuchen, 
  may be renewed as missionary disciples, to set hearts on fire here in our Diocese of Metuchen
  so that, the world may come to know the love of Christ that will transform all people. 
 Mother of the Americas and Star of the New Evangelization, pray for us.



PROCESSION OF THE IMAGE OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

Special Appreciation
Bishop Checchio along with the Diocese of Metuchen extend sincere appreciation to 
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States for his pres-
ence and leading us in this significant event of the Diocese of Metuchen.  We also 
extend gratitude to all who assisted during the year of awakening in preparation 
for the consecration of the diocese, most especially the parish ambassadors and the 
diocesan Marian team.
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Traveling on life's daily journey, we never walk alone.  
Mary, our mother, is with us, sharing our pilgrim road.

Though some will tell us, discouraged,  
    "Nothing can ever change,"  
fight for a new world of justice; fight till the truth is gained.

While people aimlessly wander, Mary is at their side.  
She lends her hand to her children, those who in love abide.

Though many steps on the journey seem to be made in vain,  
still we are forging a pathway others will walk one day.

Mientras recorres la vida tú nunca solo estás,
 contigo por el camino, Santa María va.

Aunque te digan algunos  
    que nada puede cambiar,
 lucha por un mundo nuevo, lucha por la verdad.

Si por el mundo los hombres sin conocerse van,
 no niegues nunca tu mano al que contigo está.

Aunque parezcan tus pasos inútil caminar,
 tú vas haciendo caminos: otros los seguirán.

Choir sings verses alone:

All sing the following refrain:


